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SUMMARY:
The social studies curriculum fosters a child centered learning environment, which enables students to use
knowledge and methods of history, geography, and the social sciences to understand the ideals and realities of past
and present societies. Its primary goal is to address the developmental nature of each learner, promote critical
thinking skills, make connections across the curriculum, and, address issues at the local, state, national, and
international levels, while infusing real life applications to develop students who are lifelong learners. We believe
that critical thinking skills, research, writing, cultural appreciation, and geographical skills are vital for all students
to obtain. The district advocates courses that provide the student with a variety of activities that will enable him/her
to understand and appreciate history as a part of the overall human experience. All courses are aligned to the New
Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.

OBJECTIVES:
The learners will be able to:
Synthesize historical content and formulate knowledge as related to social, economic, political, and human
change.
Relate past and present events and evaluate their significance to the modern social system of today.
Develop an appreciation of cultural differences and develop tolerance.
Analyze and develop an understanding for the development of human and physical systems over time.
Construct meaning and apply knowledge of economics within social studies and the real world.
Use technology as a tool to enhance the implementation of the social studies curriculum.
Understand the significance of political processes and make authentic judgments to participate in society.
Apply critical thinking skills to develop and incorporate historical knowledge.
.

Unit 1: The American Revolution – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
What is independence?
Why was the U.S. Constitution a revolutionary idea?
What are some of the major events that impacted the results of the war? What made these events so
important?
Who were some of the important leaders in the war and what were their roles?
What impact did each of the leaders have on the war?
What were some of the resources available to the British and Continental soldiers?
What are some of the differences in lifestyles of the British and Continental soldiers?
What is the perspective of a British soldier compared to that of a Continental solider and how might
their perspective have changed over time?
What consequences resulted due to the American Revolution and how do they affect your life today?
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Unit 2: The War of 1812 – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
Why would a young country become involved in another war?
How did the Native Americans impact the events leading to the War of 1812?
What is independence?
Why can the USS Constitution be called a national ship and why was she important to the War of 1812?
What impact did the war have on the Native Americans in North America?
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Unit 3: The Civil War – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
Which events in the decades prior finally led to the War Between the States?
Which strategies were employed by both the North and South in an attempt to win the war?
Though severely outmanned, why did the South believe they could be victorious?
What was the daily life like as a soldier?
What impact did communication technology have on the war?
How did the advancements in weapons and outdated tactics cause high causality rates?
Why is the Battle of Gettysburg considered the turning point of the war?
How did a lack of medical knowledge cause more than 2/3 of the deaths to come away from the battlefield?
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Unit 4: World War I – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
Was it possible for the U.S. to maintain neutrality in World War I?
How did America affect WWI? How did WWI affect America?
Should the United States fight wars to make the world safe for democracy? Or, should the United States have entered
World War I?
Should a democratic government tolerate dissent during times of war and other crises? (Schenck v. United States,
Abrams v. United States)
Was the Treaty of Versailles a fair and effective settlement for lasting world peace?
How did technology innovation affect WWI? How has its impact remained?
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Unit 5: World War II – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
How did the treaty of WWI lead to the outbreak of war in 1939?
What factors at home allowed for the rise of the Nazi party in Germany?
Why did the United States decide against action for the first two years of the war?
How did the attack at Pearl Harbor change the lives of Japanese-Americans?
Did the Allies win the war or did German decisions lose it?
How did D-Day allow for the beginning of the end for Hitler?
Was President Truman right for dropping the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
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Unit 6: Korea and Vietnam – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
How did the two wars differ from the “Great Wars?” How were they similar?
What makes a war unpopular?
Should the United States be the world’s police?
How did the threat of Communism affect the United States’s foreign policy during the Cold War?
Did the lesson learned in Korea translate to the war in Vietnam?
Were these two wars the turning point in American citizens’ skepticism in government?
How did each president fair in dealing with the Cold War?
In which ways did the environment and cultures hinder American progress in these two wars?
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Unit 7: Afghanistan and Iraq – Approximately 2-3 Weeks
Essential Questions:
How did the attack on 9/11 force America into the war on terror?
In which ways did Al-Qaeda use America to attack within our country?
What are major differences with these wars compared to every other war/conflict prior?
Is it better to have a fast war with plenty of death or a longer war with fewer casualties?
How was the case made for war in Iraq?
What were the difficulties encountered in fighting a war on two fronts?
How did the patriotism seen after 9/11 evaporate during the wars prior?
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